
THE NATURALISTIC SETTING
The Sacro Monte di Varese is a spot devoted to the 
Marian faith and its religion. It is situated within the 
confines of the Campo dei Fiori Regional National Park. 
The 14 chapels unwind along a cobbled path roughly 2 
km long leading to the hamlet of Santa Maria del Monte 
(at 883 m.), on a road on which art, faith and nature 
meet. The Natural Park is just a few kilometers north of 
Varese. Founded in 1984, the headquarters is in Brinzio 
and covers about 6.300 hectares over a territory of 17 
towns and 2 mountain townships. The Park encompasses 
two massifs: Campo dei Fiori and the Martica-Chiusarella. 
The former occupies the western section of the Park and 
faces the Lake of Varese. Its highest peak is Punta Paradiso 
(1227 m.). The latter massif is in the east and has two 
peaks: Mount Chiusarella (912 m.) and Mount Martica 
(1025 m.). The two are separated from the Valle Rasa 
which joins the Valcuvia to the valley of the Olona River. 
Inside the park are 6 Reserves which are home to very 
special environments. There are twenty trails by which 
visitors can access the park on foot. The area is crossed 
by the European path E1, the Jubilee path, the Via Verde 
Varesina, and the Anulare Valcuviano.

SACRO MONTE DI VARESE
Surfaces: 6300 hectares 
Elevation: 883 metres
Environment: Hilly

Sacro Monte
di Varese

SACRI MONTI DI PIEMONTE E LOMBARDIA - UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE

Riserva speciale
Sacro Monte

di Varese

Ente di gestione dei Sacri Monti (legal seat)
Documentation Centre of the European Sacred Mounts, Calvaries and Devotional Complexes
Cascina Valperone, 1 - 15020 Ponzano Monferrato (AL) 
tel +39 0141 927120 - fax +39 0141 927800 
info@sacri-monti.com - www.sacri-monti.com - www.sacrimonti.net
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SACRI MONTI
UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE
“The nine Sacri Monti of Northern Italy are groups of 
chapels and other architectural handmade works built 
between the XVI and XVII century dedicated to different 
aspects of the Christian faith. Besides their symbolic and 
spiritual meaning, they feature notable characteristics of 
beauty, virtue and charm as they blend in with natural 
and scenic environments of hills, woods and lakes. They 
also contain very important artistic remains (frescoes 
and statues)”. This is the motivation according to which 
in 2003 UNESCO included the “Sacri Monti di Piemonte e 
Lombardia” site in its World Heritage List. This prestigious 
acknowledgement confers universal value to seven Sacri 
Monti of Piedmont (Belmonte, Crea, Domodossola, Ghiffa, 
Oropa, Orta and Varallo) and two of Lombardy (Ossuccio 
and Varese), highlighting the extraordinary richness, 
qualities and values of these historical, artistic and nature 
gems. The chapels series depicts episodes and mysteries 
of sacred life through statues, paintings and frescos 
while blending in with the embracing environment and 
contributing in defining the features of each monumental 
complex. Valuable examples of landscape architecture, 
the Sacri Monti represent an important meeting point for 
believers and lovers of art. First arising on the western 
Alps, where this phenomenon originated more than five 
hundred years ago, the Sacri Monti then inspired similar 
models in many parts of Catholic Europe. The seven Sacri 
Monti of Piedmont are part of the protected area system 
of Regione Piemonte which provides for historical and 
artistic preservation, maintenance and protection of the 
surrounding environment.
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THE CHAPELS
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Cartography by University of Genoa - Polytecnic School - 
D.S.A. Department.

LINKS

Parish of Santa Maria del Monte - www.sacromontedivarese.it
Parco Naturale Regionale Campo dei Fiori - www.parcocampodeifiori.it 
Town of Varese - www.comune.varese.it/il-sacro-monte-di-varese
Museo Baroffio e del Santuario del Sacro Monte sopra Varese
www.museobaroffio.it
Cooperativa Sociale Ambiente e Sviluppo di Santa Maria del Monte
www.sacromontevarese.net 
House-Museum Lodovico Pogliaghi - www.casamuseopogliaghi.it
Cultural web site of Regione Lombardia - www.lombardia.it
Unesco Italy - www.unesco.it
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